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A native of McAlester, Oklahoma, CAPT Pete
Nilsen enlisted in the Navy in 1984. Upon
completion of Operations Specialist "A” School,
he served aboard USS WHIDBEY ISLAND (LSD
41). In 1990, while assigned as an Instructor at
Operations Specialist “A” School he was selected as
Commander, Training Atlantic Instructor of the
Year and Fleet Combat Training Center Atlantic
Sailor of the Year. CAPT Nilsen was advanced to
Operations Specialist Chief Petty Officer in 1992
and commissioned through the Limited Duty
Ofhicer (LDO) program in 1994.

CAPT Nilsens sea duty assignments include USS CARNEY (DDG 64) as her first
Operations Tech LDO and Combat Information Officer in USS ESSEX (LHD-2) in Sasebo,
Japan. Following his selection for Unrestricted Line Officer in 2003, Captain Nilsen served
as Operations Officer in both USS MITSCHER (DDG 57) and USS MONTEREY (CG 61).
He served as Executive Officer in USS KAUFFMAN (FFG 59) from June 2008 to September
2010. Most recently CAPT Nilsen was the Executive Officer and then Commanding Officer
of USS COLE (DDG 67) from April 2011 to July 2013. During this tour, COLE completed

an extended Ballistic Missile Defense deployment to 6th Fleet in support of Operations
Atlantic Sentry and Sharp Sentry. '

Ashore, Captain Nilsen served as the Assistant Officer in Charge of AEGIS Training ar
Readiness Detachment Center, Norfolk, responsible for the tactical training of all
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